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ARTICLE APPEAR®D

ox PazR_ |/
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Washinaton Post Staff Writer -~ 7 . .

FBI Director’ William H. Webster

_ acknowledged yesterday. that disrup-
" tive techniques could be used against
"domestic groups suspected. of ‘ties to
foreign powers-under a proposed new

* charter for the U.S."intelligence com-.
munity. e T T AN

PN

¥ Under‘questioni;g before the House™

" Intelligence Comimittee, the FBI chief
conceded that - disinformation. . cam-
. paigns and other counterintelligence
.. tactics could be employed %zainst U.S.
" citizens or groups who “may -be en-
- gaged” in clandestine intelligence ac-
- tivities on behalf of a foreign power. -
.. Tt- was suspicions ‘such ..as* these
“ that led to the-.employment of the
_FBI’s controversial COINTELPRO
-.(counterinteiligenee- program) against
- the antiwar movement and other tar-
..gets in the 1960s and early 1970s.
¢ \WVebster told reporters~ after "the !
--House hearing that he doubted such
; tacties would be resurrected even if
. the. bill were passed as it stands. He

- - The bill. was drafted by the Senate:

. gver the past several-years. The ad-

“'prior notice 'of covert CIA actions

said he expects that additional 'safe-
. -guards will be -laid down under. secret
. guidelines to be promulgated by the

attorney general under still other pro-~
: visions of the legislation._______ ..
’ “We didn’t draft the bill,” the FBI .

director said of the measure, *It isn’'t:=7 -

something we tried to build in.” """ =
Webster added that “we may- be-

- talking about .different. things. when -

. we talk about. ‘disinformation.” One le; 7

gitimate technique-in any -counterin

_ telligence investigation is: to make.a

 foreign power; uncertain about’the re-:

" liability of-its-contacts in this country. "

- “T:really: Seé:'no: relation between~- -
‘ the.:counterintelligence activities ¢ [du-«
 thorized] "in. -this- bill > and'ithe:-old.
COINTELPRO program,” he said. i~

* The possibility that some of“the old-

tactics might be used again was raised

' by an-aide to:Rep. Les: Aspin: (D-Wis.).’}

" He noted toward the-end of the-hear-

ing that except -for some specific. pro~

- hibitions such-.as “one against.assass-
_nations, the- bill -would’ allow- ‘a7 full

- range of counterintelligence actvity:]
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"Other provisions of, the- intricate..\
172-page measure state that “g:ouf}ter- ,
intelligence and counterterrorism” ac-|
tivities may be carried out agam.st do- 1
mestic groups and individuals wx’;hout i
their consent when they -are Or "m_ay)
be” engaged in terrorism OF in esplo-;
nage on behalf of a foreign power. -4
“Certain - ranges of activities may--%
not be. expressly prohibite(_]," .Webster-
told. reporters after’ testifying that
e probably’ could” use disinforma-}
tion and disruption. He said that Con- l
gress could add more prohibitions as
far as he is.concerned. [ ¢

Y

Intelligence - Comrnittee in conjunec-
_tion. with the Carter ~administration

ministration, however, has refused to
endorse it primarily because of provi-
-sions that would -entitle the House
“and Senate Intelligence committees to

_and to- whatever- after-the-fact infor-
mation they :want about U.S. intelli-
- gence aetivities i T I o 0
Testifying earlier in the. day “on be-
half of the president’ CIA Director
_Gtansfield Turner sharply criticized
prior-notice | _provision and
charged -that. it .amounted. to- an un-
-warranted attempt “by.:> Congress. to
gain veto power over. covert actions.
~ Although the ‘bill specifically states g
that ‘congressional - approval” of such!
actions is-not required; Turner dis-
missed this ‘as- meaningless because,:
he said, “every individual with access.

_ “to- the: prior notification would have -

- the power to veto the activity. through’
a threat to disclose it.” = = _ 7
Comnittee - Chairman; Edward - Bo-
land (D-Mass.) said Turner’s testimony
_ suggested."‘a. rather-low vote of confi-.
“.dence” in_ the congressional ‘comrmit-
- tees.to be supplied with the secret no-;
- tifications;, but. Turner ‘said he wanted
“ to ‘make it clear that-{we're. not -just
"-taking about. notification,.we’'re talk-:
ing about. approval.Z! a1l
heltis the executive: branch’s Tespon-
. sibility,”. Turner. added later-in an .ex-;
*-change “with™Aspin” about covert ac--

© « tions, %and_it-is. not.-proper. to share

o]

# that responsibility with:the Congress.”]
.The CIA director:also- charged that

his Feb., 21, testimony.before the. Sen-

¢'ate’Intelligence Committeehas been

.13 '_ TR 5 po :1
arter Would Let!
e IS A
FBI Distupt Some;

STAT

|
|

Turner was reported as- having said_j

 sseriously misrepresented-in the press” |

" ijn an exchange witn Sen. Walter D. ¢

" _him by Rep. Romano Mazzoli (D-Ky.)r

* Jawmakers had been told of the covert
" operation. in question while the Intel-
- ligence committees bad not. The CIA
{. director said this was not the-case,as.

‘" far as he knew. - i

_ ogcasion in the Carter administration. .

. Simply been trying to"disabuse Hud-

"Huddleston (D-Ky.) that the CIA had}
been holding - back from Congress
more information about covert actions’
than its members had suspected. " ]
Calling - “this- “‘patenily I- false” !
Turner -said prior notice. has -been-
.withheld from- Congress on- only one

When his testimony was read back to- |

Turner said he-“may- have misitnder—-
--stood” Huddleston’s question. . s5r
e e . c . R SO
< Turner said he had, in “any case,

““dlestonr of the impression that other




